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GEO 2000: Fall 2010 

 Introduction to Human Geography 
 
Instructor: Dr. Caroline Faria  
Office hours: T/Th 11-1pm (or by appointment) 
Class meets: T/Th 9:30-10:45 
See our Moodle site for the most up to date syllabus, links to the readings, sign-up pages, 
blog, assignments, message boards, announcements etc. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
What is Human Geography? 

Why does place matter? 
How can a geographic perspective enrich our understanding of the world? 

 
Welcome to Introduction to Human Geography! This course aims to provide you with an 
understanding of the key concepts and theoretical frameworks that form the foundation of 
the discipline. Since Human Geography is rooted in a concern for the relationships between 
society and the environment, we will draw on a range of ‘real world’ case studies in the class. 
In particular we will read, discuss, and write on the political, social, cultural and 
environmental issues and events affecting Haiti. Over the course of the semester, our class 
will focus on 7 key themes that are commonly studied within Human Geography and for 
which Haiti offers a rich and grounded case study. These are; Identity and Difference, 
Globalization and Development, Food and Agriculture, Cities and the Urban, Health and 
Disease, Travel and Tourism, and Migration & Diasporas. In 2 week blocks we will cover in 
the first week the foundational geographical concepts and key sub-fields of the discipline 
that commonly explore these topics. We will then turn in the second week of each block to a 
focus on these topics in the context of Haiti – critically discussing, debating, writing and 
presenting to the class our understanding of the key issues, challenges and opportunities 
facing this country through a Geographical lens.  
 
Key learning goals of the class: 
By the end of the course students will be able to: 

• Develop A foundational understanding of the discipline of Human Geography 
including key concepts and areas of research 

• Discuss and debate controversial issues affecting our world 
• Connect theoretical concepts with grounded case studies 
• Critically evaluate a variety of popular and academic texts covering real world issues 

from a geographic perspectives 
• Participate in group learning through collaborative projects and in class debate 
• Write in a variety of formats and for a range of audiences on the key issues covered 

in class 
• Research a topic from a geographic perspective using a mix of popular and academic 

courses 
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Required Texts 

• Jordan-Bychkov, T., Domosh, M., Neumann, R., & Price, P. (2009) The Human 
Mosaic: A Cultural Approach to Human Geography (11th edition) W.H.Freeman. 
• A series of required articles are available through course reserves and are linked 
to our Moodle course page. If they are not listed on the course reserves you will find 
them in pdf form in the relevant week’s module or through the library. 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
1. In-class participation  
Due during class session 
 
You will be expected to come to all classes and to be prepared to discuss the reading 
material for that day. All students can expect to be called upon for participation. Examples 
of ‘participation’ include the following and will be a useful way to prepare for in-class 
quizzes and writing exercises. 

• Noting down the key words that arose for you from the readings 
• Commenting on the readings and connecting readings to lecture/ other student’s 

comments 
• Raising questions about the content of the reading or lecture material 
• Responding to the preparatory questions that may be posed 
• Providing insights into your understanding of the key concepts 
• Connecting different students’ comments and ideas together  

In addition, during class we may complete a variety of short exercises intended to help you 
make connections between the class material (perhaps a lecture, radio or film clip, 
photograph, newspaper article etc) and the course readings for that day. These exercises may 
take the form of a peer review on your written work, pop quiz on the readings, a worksheet 
connected to a film or another class material, a short written reflective piece, or a group 
activity. A portion of these exercises will be collected at the end of session for grading. 
Please note that you have a short homework assignment due on day 1 of class that 
will form part of your participation grade. Please come to class having completed this 
assignment and ready to discuss it. 
 
2. Weekly blogs  
Due by 6pm on Mondays OR Wednesdays (one blog per week, set to a consistent day) 
 
Each week, prior to ONE of the week’s sessions you will be expected to write a short (400 
word) post to the Moodle blog. These blogs should provide a thoughtful commentary and 
critical engagement with the readings. A strong blog entry will: 
1. Include 1-3 key words/ concepts in the material. 
2. Include a brief discussion of the most interesting/ frustrating/ exciting/ engaging etc 
aspect of the piece for you.  
3. Comment briefly on the ways in which a geographical approach (one centering ideas such 
as place, space, scale, migration, borders, inequality etc) is insightful in understanding the real 
world case studies you read about. 
4. Close with 1-2 thoughtful questions raised by the readings to prompt in-class discussion.  
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Note that I will call on bloggers in particular to comment, raise questions and facilitate 
discussion in class.  
 
3. Mid term and final exams 
 
You will complete one mid-term and one final in-class written exam. Each one will review 
the key concepts, case studies and ideas presented in the class in the previous weeks. Note 
that the final exam is cumulative but will focus on the case study material covered in the 
second portion of the semester. The exam will include a series of short and mid-length 
written responses and one longer essay question. You will be given a range of possible essay 
questions for review prior to the exams and a selection of these will then be included on the 
final exam. 
 
4. Final Paper & Group Research Presentation  
Policy Brief (Due date TBA). 
Group Presentation (In-class every 2 weeks from week 5 on). 
 
Your final project will include an individually authored policy brief on one of the key themes 
we have covered in class (food, health, migration etc). This brief should be 2 pages, single-
spaced, 12 font with 1.5 inch margins. We will discuss the form and content of policy briefs 
in-class. 
 
In connection with your policy brief assignment, you will work in groups of 4-5 to present 
on your chosen issue to the class. Groups will present once, with presentations running 
every 2 weeks from week 5 on. Your presentation should be no longer than 10-15 mins and 
will provide the class with an overview of the key problems/issues relating to your topic. 
You presentation should also include a review of one or more of the key geographical 
concepts that we have been covering in class and a discussion of the ways in which a 
geographical approach has been useful in understating the issue in question. Your 
presentations can be in a wide variety of formats; powerpoint, video-mash up, theater/ 
performance, zine form…feel free to be creative! We will discuss this project together in 
class and work in stages to develop your ideas.   
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 
Week 1: Introducing Human Geography: Foundations  

Due for Tuesday (day 1): Purchase textbook, read syllabus and assigned readings and 
complete first mini-assignment 
Due for Thursday (day 2): Read assigned reading and sign up for chosen blog dates  
 
This week we will begin by reviewing the key goals of the course. You will use this week to 
familiarize yourself with the syllabus, each other and myself and you will have an opportunity 
to purchase/ access the required reading material. There is one mini-assignment due for day 
1. Please complete this and post your response to our Moodle site. 
 
Readings: 

• Week 1, Tuesday: (Course Text) Chapter 1 – Human Geography: A Cultural Approach  
• Week 1, Thursday: (Course Text) Chapter 2 – Many Worlds: Geographies of Cultural 

Difference  
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Key concepts:  
Place, Space, Scale, Human Geography, Cultural Geography 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 2-3: Identity & Difference  
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
 
Readings: 

• Week 2, Tuesday: (Course Text) Chapter 5 – Geographies of Race and Ethnicity: Melting 
Pot or Mosaic 

• Week 2, Thursday: (Course Text) Chapter 6 – Political Geography: A Divided World  
• Week 3, Tuesday:  Farmer, P. (2005) ‘Template of a Colony’ in The Uses of Haiti (3rd 

Ed.) pp. 53-89. 
• Week 3, Thursday: Farmer, P. (2005) ‘The Coup of 1991: The Power of the Rich’ in 

The Uses of Haiti (3rd Ed.) pp. 149-187 
 
Key concepts:  
Difference, Identity, Race & Ethnicity, Political Geography, Postcolonial geography 
 

Homework assignment: 
 
The notion of ‘place” is a key geographical concept and one we will be thinking a lot 
about during the semester.  
 
Review the different kinds of ‘texts’ posted at our Moodle site. One is a visual image, one 
is audio-visual and one is a written document. 
 
What and where are pieces are about? In a blog response (no more than 400 words) 
comment on one or more of the following: 

• What different meanings about the place are conveyed in these pieces?  
• How do they complement or contradict one another? 
• How does your understanding of this place differ or coincide with the creators of 

these stories?  
• How do you think that the experience of this ‘place’ differs for different kinds of 

people? Which kinds of people and why? 
• What else do you need/want to know about this place in order to better 

understand or challenge the messages portrayed in one or more of these texts. 
 
In your response include how this piece made you feel (intrigued, bored, frustrated, 
angry…? Describe your emotions explicitly). At what particular points did you experience 
particular emotions and why do you think this was the case?  
 
Close by articulating at least 1 question raised by your reflection of these pieces.  
 
Post your blog to our Moodle site under the blog post space titled “Homework day 1”. 
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Week 4-5: Globalization & Development  
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
Due Tuesday or Thursday of Week 5:  In-class group presentation for groups 1 and 2  
 
Readings: 

• Week 4, Tuesday/Thursday: (Course Text) Chapter 9 – Geographies of Economies: 
Industries, Services and development 

• Week 5, Tuesday/Thursday: Mullings, B. (2004) Globalization and the 
Territorialization of the new Caribbean Service Economy, Journal of Economic 
Geography Vol. 4(3): 275 

• Week 5, Thursday: Review Naomi Klein’s blogs on Haiti and select 2 to discuss in 
your blog http://www.naomiklein.org/search/node/haiti?page=1 

 
Key concepts:  
Globalization, Aid, Development, Neoliberalism, Structural Adjustment, Economic 
Geography 
 
 
Week 6-7: Food & Agriculture  
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
Due Tuesday or Thursday of Week 9:  In-class group presentation for groups 3 and 4  
 
Readings: 

• Week 6, Tuesday: (Course Text) Chapter 8 – Agricultural Geography: The Geography of the 
Global Food System 

• Week 6, Thursday: Cook, I. (2004) Follow the thing: Papaya Antipode 36(4): 642-664 
• Week 7, Tuesday: Conway, G. (2003) ‘From the Green Revolution to the 

Biotechnology Revolution: Food for Poor People in the 21st Century’ Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars Director’s Forum 

• Read also this blog article on the use of GM seeds in Haiti: 
http://blog.nj.com/njv_bob_braun/2010/07/future_of_haiti_in_the_hands_o.html 

• Week 7, Thursday: Cummins, R. (2007) ‘Hazards of Genetically Engineered Foods 
and Crops: Why We Need a Global Moratorium’ in Food, Inc: How Industrial Food is 
Making US Sicker, Fatter and Poorer and What You Can Do About It. pp. 79-89 

• Read also this article on recent Haitian protests around Monsanto shipments of GM 
seeds. http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/article.php?news_id=23465 

• And Monsanto’s response: 
http://www.monsanto.com/monsanto_today/2010/seed_donation_to_haiti.asp 

 
Key concepts:  
Industrialization of Agriculture, Green & Gene Revolutions, Food Aid, Political Ecology 
 
 
 

**Note: Our in-class mid term exam will be held on Tuesday of week 8** 

http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/article.php?news_id=23465
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Week 8-9: Cities & the Urban 
Tuesday of week 8: Mid-term Exam 
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
Due Tuesday or Thursday of Week 9:  In-class group presentation for groups 5 and 6  
 

• Week 8, Tuesday: No reading assigned. We will hold our in-class midterm exam 
• Week 8, Thursday: (Course Text) Chapter 10 Urbanization: The City in Time and Space  
• Week 9, Tuesday: (Course Text) Chapter 11 Inside the City: A Cultural Mosaic 
• Week 9, Thursday: Rebuilding a Better Port au Prince: Urban Planners and 

Architects ask ‘what’s next?’ at http://www.theroot.com/views/rebuilding-better-
port-au-prince 

 
Key concepts: 
Framing/ Reframing, Urban Geography 
 
 
Week 10-11: Health & Disease  
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
Due Tuesday or Thursday of Week 11:  In-class group presentation for groups 7 and 8  
 
Readings: 

• Week 10, Tuesday/Thursday: Mayer, J. (1996) ‘Political ecology of disease as one 
new focus for medical Geography’ Progress in Human Geography 20(4): 441-456 

• Week 11, Tuesday: Farmer, P. (1992) ‘Anita’ in AIDS and Accusation: Haiti and the 
Geography of Blame University of California Press: Berkeley pp. 80-94 

• Week 11, Thursday: Farmer, P. (1992) ‘AIDS and racism: accusation at the center’ 
chapter 19 in AIDS and Accusation: Haiti and the Geography of Blame University of 
California Press: Berkeley pp208-243  

 
Key concepts:  
Political Ecology of Disease, Medical Geography, Health Geography 
 
Week 12-13: Travel & Tourism 
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
Due Tuesday or Thursday of Week 13:  In-class group presentation for groups 9 and 10  
 

•   Week 14, Tuesday/Thursday: Gibson, C. (2010) Geographies of tourism: (un)ethical 
encounters Progress in Human Geography 34(4): 521–527  

• Week 15, Tuesday: Kempadoo, K. (2004) Introduction: Thinking about the 
Caribbean in Sexing the Caribbean: Gender, Race and Sexual Labor pp.1-14 

• Week 15, Tuesday: Mullings, B. (1999) Chapter 3: Globalization, Tourism and the 
International Sex Trade in Kempadoo, K. (ed) Sun, Sex and Gold: Tourism and Sex 
Work in the Caribbean pp. 55-80 
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Key concepts: 
Postcolonial Geography, Feminist Geography 
 
 
 
 
Week 14-15: Migration & Diasporas  
Due: Weekly readings and blog post 
Due Tuesday of Week 15:  In-class group presentation for groups 11 and 12  
Thursday of Week 15: Class reflection and exam review  
 
Readings: 

• Week 14, Tuesday: (Course Text) Chapter 12 – One World or Many? The Cultural 
Geography of the Future 

• Week 14, Thursday: Blunt, A. (2007) Cultural Geographies of Migration Progress in 
Human Geography Vol. 31(5): 684-694 

• Week 15, Tuesday: Glick-Schiller, N. & Fouron, G. (2001) ‘“The Blood Remains 
Haitian”: Race, Nation, and Belonging in the Transmigrant Experience’ in Georges 
Woke Up laughing: Long Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home Duke University 
Press pp92-129 

• Week 15, Thursday: Glick-Schiller, N. & Fouron, G. (2001) ‘The Generation of 
Identity: The Long Distance Nationalism of the Second Generation’ in Georges Woke 
Up laughing: Long Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home Duke University Press. 
pp. 155-177 

 
Key concepts: 
Gender and Nationalism, Borderlands, Transnationalism, Geographies of Migration  
 
 
We will close the class by reflecting on the key concepts, themes and case studies we have 
covered and review these in preparation for the final exam. We’ll return to our discussions 
on day 1 and consider how a geographic perspective has enriched, challenged or changed 
our understandings of the issues we have discussed. We’ll close by considering our next 
steps as critical geographic scholars of the world around us. 
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